Recreational fishing for Mako Sharks 
Dear Mr P. Garret 
 I run my own business and have recently returned from a very long and difficult stint in the southern table lands of NSW and was looking to relax and enjoy the Christmas break. This however, has not been possible for me as a few weeks ago I have learned that Mako and Porbeagle Sharks are to be protected under a new law set to come in at the end of January. 
I have spent the last few weeks researching this issue and talking to the fishing community about this.  Can this be true? So much about this issue does not make any sense at all. Can the government that I voted for at the last election do such a thing without any consultation to the fishing Associations around Australia?  
My understanding is as follows: The CMS has two Appendices that describe different levels of protection. Appendix I requires that very stringent measures be put in place. Appendix II requires parties of the CMS to carefully manage the stock to conserve the species. 
• In December 2008 the three species of shark listed above were added to “Appendix II” of the CMS (i.e.  - carefully manage the stock to conserve the species). 
• The Australian Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC) describes the actions to be taken by Australia in response to the listing by the CMS. 
• The EPBC Act does not distinguish between the different levels of protection, which results in Australia applying the highest level of protection to species being added to either appendix.

This situation is ABSURD.  I am requesting that the EPBC Act be altered to better reflect the level of protection required by the CMS. Either an exemption or deferral of implementation of the restrictions be granted subject to alteration of the EPBC Act would be a satisfactory resolution.
A little about me.  I have been a hard working Australian since the age of 17, a passionate fisherman since the age of 6, and of more relevance here, a dedicated Game fisherman for the last 15 years. With the help of my crews, we have focused on the tag & release and capture of the species of shark’s that inhabit our East coast waters ie. the Mako , Whaler ,Hammerhead ,Tiger , (Great Whites that are now Protected ), Thresher , Porbeagle, and Blue Sharks . (Grey Nurse Sharks are very, very rarely encountered as they inhabit the inshore reefs ,and are mainly night feeders and are protected).
I can’t believe that Mako sharks here, in and around Australian waters are to be protected because of over commercialised fishing in the Mediterranean, and is to be taken away from the Recreational Angler that pays for his licence to fish ,as well as his car and boat ,etc ,etc …all $$$$’s that go back to the government.
The frustrating and blatantly obvious flaw in the government’s thinking is that if
 this law was introduced in Australia at the end of January, it would not help the recovery of mako shark numbers in the Mediterranean or Atlantic Ocean’s anyway.
Australian Mako sharks are not migratory and defiantly do not engage in trans-ocean migrations. Further, they are possibly a different bloodline to that of the Mediterranean Mako Sharks. To verify this statement, check the current Tag and Release data that we as game fisherman have collected ever since the tagging program started  in  NSW many years ago in conjunction with the NSW DPI .  6274 Makos have been tagged since the start of the program – none of them have swum to the Mediterranean Ocean . Also I would like to mention the current scientific satellite data that is available 24/7 on various internet sites. Leading marine  scientists  in Australia concur that our mako sharks here do not do trans ocean migrations , and are limited as to how far they do travel (possibly ,and occasionally  to NEW Zealand and back).
I  spend many  weekends on the water year to year  fishing, filming and photographing, and I along with thousands of other recreational fisherman, have noticed a BIG increase in the Numbers of Mako sharks tagged and captured, especially over the last 5 years.  Personally,  I cant remember ever encountering so many Mako sharks as I have over the last 3 years, even when targeting  other species such as Tuna, Marlin and Kingfish, Makos turn up to take advantage of an easy meal . 
Mako sharks are a magnificent sportfish and equal to any Marlin that ever swam .
We as recreational fisherman not only Tag and Release them but also take them often mainly at the peak of the season as they provide a tasty meal , wether done on the BBQ or rolled in flour,  egg and bread crumbs then fried, add a  bit of lemon Juice an a dash of vinegar and whalah.. They do become a staple part of our weekly  diet from time to time, and are far better eating than the imported fish that you can buy at the supermarket such as Nile perch , Bassar, ocean river catfish ,etc ,etc 
The current law in place is one that the NSW DPI changed just over a year ago, and  is not only sustainable but adequate ,and does not need to be changed . This  from the NSW DPI, (now called I&I NSW) strongly apposes the new Law . So please explain why you have ignored their letters in which they strongly oppose this new law set to come in at the end of January?  Please explain why the letters from the president of GFAA Graham Williams were also ignored. 
Australia has over 4 million fishers, and as a sport is constantly growing. I am proud to say that during my teenage years when I could have drifted into vandalism or

crime on the streets , I didn’t because I went fishing nearly every weekend with mates and this harmless fun wether we caught something or not kept us out of trouble . The youngsters of today have fast fancy toys and fast electronic games to play, but that is not true living; the natural entertainment that fishing provides can never be beaten or simulated by a Game!! Thousands of Kids across Australia will never be given the chance to encounter such a magnificent sportfish .
I have also learned that  there has been very little research or thought done as to  what affect/impact  this will have into the Australian economy and in particular NSW, Victoria.  Victorian fishing retail stores, charter boat operators, and marine stores stand to loose millions if not billions alone if this new law comes into place. How many businesses will have to be shut down due to the new law?
We as fisherman are our own conservationists and if a species looks like its dwindling we are the first to take action and make them  release only as we did with the Grey Nurse Shark years ago . The majority of fish taken by Game Fishermen are tagged and released, these facts for you: over 90 % of fish taken are tagged & released and only about 8 % are captured. These figures include tournament fishing, club point scores , etc .(data is collected by the Fisheries of NSW I&I ). In NSW ,Victoria  and South Australia ,Game Fishing tournaments will have to be changed and modified if this new law  is to come in further upsetting boat owners/skippers and crews alike.

Over the years at some Game fishing tournaments , Shark and fish flesh samples are collected to do scientific research study’s such as growth rates,etc, to learn more about the fish we catch . Over the last 18 months I have been helping by collecting Mako shark and Blue shark samples mainly from Sharks captured out side of tournament fishing. If this new law was to come in it would be very hard for Australia’s leading marine scientists to obtain any Mako samples in the future, therefore the studies on Mako’s will be limited .
A new study that is underway  conducted by Dr Julian Pepperell to learn more about Tiger sharks with the aid of PSat tags is impressive. Dr Pepperell  has requested  the help of certain Game fishermen to insert/deploy these  tags  into Tiger sharks in NSW waters. While fishing for these Tiger Sharks myself and other crews encountered many Mako sharks before finally tagging and releasing some Tiger sharks at a normally unseasonable time of the year for Makos. 
I support fisheries management and the conservation of a threatened species, however I believe any management plan for the local Mako populations should be open, transparent and based on scientific fact, not instantly banned based on unrelated issues with unrelated populations of sharks in foreign countries. 
Please don’t let this issue go any further, as I request  an exemption to the provisions of part 13 of the EPBC Act under S303A of the Act , before the 31st Jan 
Finally, could you also please explain why there is an exemption allowable for the commercial sector ,eg long liners and why this has not been passed down to the recreational sector? We as recreational fishers take very few mako sharks compared to the commercial sector?
I am very disappointed that we the recreational fisherman  have been kept in the dark about this Mako  issue by Garrett’s office (DEWHA) ,but at least now we have Senator Richard Colbeck , Joanna Gash and  the state Shadow Ministers  Greg Hunt and Duncan Gay all  fighting for us the recreational Fisher on this issue as well as snowballing support from many fisherman all over Australia .
Regards 
Greg Barea   ,Weigh Master Shellharbour GFC . Po Box 142 ,Shellharbour City Centre .
NSW ,2529 

