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The Hon Peter Garrett, AM MP

Minister for Environment, Heritage and the Arts

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Garrett

RE:THE BAN ON RECREATIONAL FISHING FOR MAKO SHARKS
I am writing to you with regards to an issue that is of major concern to me and thousands of others .We  believe your government, does not appear to have done enough to prevent an extreme outcome for an issue that does not require such extremes. This is in respect to the ban of recreational fishing for 3 Shark species short fin mako, long fin mako and also porbeagle sharks.

My understanding of the situation is: 
• Australia is a Party of  the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). 
• The CMS has two Appendices that describe different levels of protection. Appendix I requires that very stringent measures be put in place. Appendix II requires parties of the CMS to carefully manage the stock to conserve the species. 
• In December 2008 the three species of shark listed above were added to “Appendix II” of the CMS (i.e.  - carefully manage the stock to conserve the species). 
• The Australian Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC) describes the actions to be taken by Australia in response to the listing by the CMS. 
• The EPBC Act does not distinguish between the different levels of protection, which results in Australia applying the highest level of protection to species being added to either appendix.
This situation is ABSURD, I am requesting that the EPBC Act be altered to better reflect the level of protection required by the CMS. I believe either an exemption or deferral of implementation of the restrictions be granted subject to alteration of the EPBC Act
I would like to take this opportunity to point out that the problem appears to be based on issues in  Mediterranean Sea, and the Atlantic Ocean. I would also like to point out that THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF ANY LOCAL POPULATION PROBLEMS AND THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT I AM AWARE OFF FOR ANY INTERACTION BETWEEN OUR LOCAL POPULATION AND THE MEDETERRANEAN OR ATLANTIC POPULATIONS .In a nutshell, banning recreational fishing for mako sharks here will have NO impact on the population there as our sharks are not part of the affected population ,and based on existing Tag and Release evidence DO NOT MAKE TRANS OCEAN MIGRATIONS .
My next question to you is how is it logical to ban recreational fishermen from capturing Mako sharks when we hear that commercial fishing will still be allowed by way of exemption? Could you please explain why if there is an exemption allowable for the commercial sector and no means for an exemption to be granted to the recreational sector?  Recreational fishers take very few Mako sharks compared to the commercial sector?
Recreational anglers in Australia have a bag limit of one mako shark per person per day currently in place. Surely this small number is an appropriate precautionary conservation measure that is ALREADY in place voiding the need for any further restrictions .
I support fisheries management and the conservation of threatened species ,however I believe any management plan for the local mako shark population should be open, transparent and based on sound scientific fact , NOT instantly banned based on unrelated issues with unrelated populations of sharks in foreign countries.

 I request that you give this issue immediate attention and ensure the recreational fishermen of Australia ,that you  grant an  exemption before the 31st Jan  to allow us to continue to fish for Mako sharks.

Based on your lack of appropriate consultation with the recreational fisherman and the  Leading scientific fish researchers in Australia .I point out  your poor judgment on this issue . 
Yours sincerely, 
……………………………………………….

